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REMARKS 

This amendment is filed in the above-identified application, for which a Petition to 
Withdraw from Issue under 37 C.F.F.§ 1313(c) and a Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.F. §1.114, have been filed, in order to correct the 
application with respect to priority data. 

By this amendment, the first paragraph of the specification has been amended in 
order to properly reflect that the present application also claims priority to EP 
01870053,4, filed March 16, 2001 f EP 00870132.3, filed June 16, 2000, and U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/258,415. filed December 27, 2000. 

Applicants submit herewith, a copy of the cover page of PCT/EP01/06833 
(published as WO 01/96580 A2), upon which the above-identified application was filed 
as a continuation-in-part (CIP), In essence, Applicants have corrected the priority data 
in this application to reflect the Priority Data of parent application PCT/EP01/06833. 

Submitted herewith is a supplemental declaration, executed by the inventors of 
the above-identified application in order to correct the priority data of the application. 
The supplemental declaration adds as a priority claim EP 01870053.4, filed March 16, 
2001, and U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/258,415, filed December 27, 2000. 

Applicants respectfully request that this amendment be entered into the above- 
identified application, and that the supplemental priority data be reflected on the cover 
of any patent issuing from the above-identified application. Submitted herewith, is 
the filing receipt of the above-identified application, marked up with the corrected priority 
data. Upon granting of the petition under 37 C.F.R.§ 1.313(c), and re-opening 
prosecution in the above-identified application via the RCE submitted herewith, 
Applicants will request a corrected filing receipt from the U.S. PTO. 
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Applicants are currently in the process of obtaining a certified copy of EP 
01870053.4 and will forward the same to the Examiner forthwith in order to perfect 
Applicants' claim for priority under 35 U.S.C.§ 1 19(a) (3). 



DILWORTH & BARRESE. LLP 
333 Earle Ovington Boulevard 
Uniondale. New York 11553 
Tel. No. (516) 228-8484 
Fax No. (516) 228-8516 
ARP/ml 




Artn R. Pokalsky J 
Registration No. 34,6^7 
Attorney for Applicants 
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(54) Title: METHOD FOR MODIFYING PLANT MORPHOLOGY, BIOCHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY 

(S7) Abstract: The present invention relates lo methods for stimulating root growth anoVor enhancing the formation of lateral or 
adventitious roots and/or altering root geotropism comprising expression of a plant cytokinin oxidase or comprising expression of 
another protein that reduces the level of active cytolqnins in plants or plant parts. The invention also relates to novel plant cytokinin 
oxidase proteins, nucleic acid sequences encoding cytokinin oxidnw proteins as well as to vectors, hosi cults, transgenic cells and 
plants comprising said sequences. The invention also relates to the use of said sequences for Improving root-related characteristics 
including increasing yield and/or enhancing early vigor and/or modifying root/shoot raiio and/or improving resistance to lodging 
and/or Increasing drought tolerance and/or promoting in vitro propagation of explants and/or modifying cell fate and/or plant de- 
velopment aodVor plant morphology and/or plant biochemistry and/or plant physiology. The invention also relates to the use of 
said sequences in the above. mentioned mcthods.The invention also relates to methods for identifying and obtaining proteins and 
compounds interacting with cytokinin oxidase proteins. The inveotion also rotates to the use of said compounds as a plant growth 
regulator or herbicide. 
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